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contact with the representatives of Bolivia and Paraguay in the last
week of January 1934. The Paraguayan delegate, after consulting his
Government, produced proposals for a treaty of security and peace,
but these proposals were unacceptable to Bolivia, and the Commission
decided to make a final effort to provide a solution by submitting its
own proposals for a settlement. On the 22nd February the new pro-
posals were handed to the representatives of Bolivia and Paraguay
with the request that they should send their replies by the 1st March,
and with an intimation that if those replies were unfavourable the
Commission would deem its mission at an end.
The Commission's new plan was cast in the form of a draft treaty
between Bolivia and Paraguay. Hostilities would cease within twenty-
four hours of the coming into force of the treaty, and the withdrawal
of the two armies from their existing positions would begin immedi-
ately and be completed within forty-five days. The Bolivian Army
would withdraw to a line running from Villa Montes (about 130 miles
farther up the Pilcomayo than Fort Ballivian) to Robore, and the
Paraguayan Army would withdraw about 250 miles to the River
Paraguay. Demobilization of both armies would begin at the same
time as the withdrawal; and after the expiration of three months,
and until such time as the arbitral award fixing the frontier had been
completely executed, the strength of either army was not to exceed
5,000 and no additional war material was to be acquired (except with
the special permission of the Council of the League of Nations). Pro-
visional arrangements would be made for policing the Chaco pending
the execution of the award; the greater part of the whole area would
be policed by Paraguay, but Bolivia would be responsible for a smaller
section on the west, and there would be an intermediate section the
policing of which would be the subject of a special agreement between
the two parties.
In addition to these arrangements for bringing hostilities to an end,
the Commission's proposal provided for a definitive settlement of the
dispute by an award of the Permanent Court of International Justice
fixing the frontier between the two countries. The full territorial
claims of Bolivia and Paraguay were set out,1 but it was suggested
that, as a proof of a conciliatory spirit, either side should agree in the
treaty to make certain concessions, on the understanding that such
concessions should not *in any way impair the intentions or legal
claims' which the parties might submit to the Permanent Court and
should not cbe adduced as a precedent having any legal or moral
force whatsoever' if the draft treaty were not to come into force.
1 See p. 393 above, footnote 3.